
South Asia needs a stimulus package with a view of adding impetus to the COVID-19 affected 

aquafarmers 

 

Eight South Asian nations presented country status report and deliberated on the 

recommendations required for strengthening fisheries and aquaculture in the region impacted 

by COVID-19 regulations in a recently concluded regional expert consultation meeting organized 

by the Centre. The country status reports were presented during the virtual meeting on ‘COVID-

19 regulations - impacts on the dynamics of aquaculture and fisheries in SAARC countries’ held 

on 23rd and 24th March, 2021 organized by the SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC), Dhaka. Country 

representatives and experts from eight SAARC nations, -Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka participated during the said meeting.  

 

Inaugurating the event, Dr Shaikh Mohammed Bokhtiar, 

Executive Chairman, Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 

(BARC) addressed the delegates as Chief Guest and indicated the 

challenges on various fold in successfully promoting fisheries and 

aquaculture during the regulations related to COVID-19 in the 

region. There is a need for strengthening the capacity of the 

scientists in the region, he said and indicated his willingness to support the ongoing SAARC PhD 

programme and other initiatives as the former Director and the Governing Body Member of SAC. 

Further, he added about his interest in strengthening the existing programs in the SAARC system 

with the support of interventions in various schemes made operational by SAC.  

 

Dr. Joykrushna Jena, Deputy Director General (Fisheries), ICAR, 

India while addressing the delegates indicated the close-knit 

relation he has with SAARC and compared the phenomenal 

impact the fisheries and aquaculture sector had due to COVID-

19 related regulations. He was analyzing the patterns exhibited 

in marine, brackish and freshwater systems during COVID-19 

regulations and extended technological back up on the know-how generated in research 

Institutions.  

 

Ms. Mahbooba Panna, Joint Secretary (Fisheries), Bangladesh 

mentioned about the untiring efforts made by the Ministry of 

Fisheries and Livestock in resolving the challenges faced during 

COVID-19 by aquafarmers. She put forth some of the major 

interventions made by the officials in Bangladesh for resolving the 

issues which disrupted the supply chain in fisheries during the erstwhile lockdown and indicated 



that such successful case studies can be looked upon by professionals and policy planners to 

overcome the challenges faced by the sector.  

 

Earlier during the meeting Dr. Grinson George, Senior Programme Specialist (fisheries), SAARC 

Agriculture Centre welcomed the gathering. Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, Director, SAC, chaired 

the inaugural session and said that the promotion of successful interventions made in different 

Member States during the time of crisis will help to sustain the fish production in the region 

and wished all success to the delegates during the deliberations. 

 

Eight country status presentations and one renowned resource speaker Prof. Dr. Iddya 

Karunasagar presented their views. The delegates deliberated upon the issues, challenges and 

opportunities. DR. Yahia Mahmud, Director General, Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute, 

and Dr. Champa Amarasiri, Former Director General, National Aquatic Resources Research and 

Development Agency, Sri Lanka chaired the technical sessions.  

 

Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, Director SAARC Agriculture Centre chaired 

the technical session-3 during second day. The recommendations were 

finalized during the meeting. Dr. Grinson George, Senior Programme 

Specialist (Fisheries) coordinated the entire programme.  

 

 

 


